PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, November 7,2017 

Alba Thompson Room, Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, MA - 7:00 pm 


7:00pm - Call to Order 

Ken Tavares, Chairman of the Board, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Kenneth A. Tavares, Chairman 

Anthony F. Provenzano Jr, Vice Chairman 
John Mahoney 
Shelagh Joyce 
Betty Cavacco 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager 

Marlene McCollem, Assistant Town Manager 


7:00pm - Public Comment 

Bruce Howard came up saying he was opposed to the commercialization of marijuana. He 
then presented some statistics about the detrimental effect the legalization of marijuana has 
had on Colorado. 

Robert Spencer came up next saying he is opposed to holding this Special Town Meeting. He 
said as far as the Water Street Promenade goes people can’t afford to have their taxes go up. 
He also said that the Town Meeting Members are not representing their constituents very 
well. Mr. Spencer then said that we still have to build a new Fire Station and we still don’t 
know how we’re going to pay for the sewer repairs. 

Kevin Doyle came up and said the Stop & Shop in Manomet is closing and said the 
community would like to see another grocery store go back into that plaza if at all possible. 
He then requested the support form Planning and Economic Development. 

Kevin Lynch came up next and said that the New Town Hall is not very personal, and the 
employees are impersonal and sharp edged. He went on to say Government is here to serve 
the people and to enhance the community. 

Alan Costello came up and said there is an Agenda item to talk about the Electric Voting 
Process. He asked why an email didn’t go out to Town Meeting Members. 


7:10pm — PUBLIC Hearing - Catering by Dan Stowell 
Chairman Tavares read the Public Hearing Notice into the records. 

In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, as amended, a Public Hearing was held at 
the Plymouth Town Hall, 26 Court Street on November 7, 2017 at 7:10pm to consider the 
application for a New Annual Wine and Malt Restaurant License from Daniel Stowell d/b/a 
Catering by Dan Stowell, 26 Manomet Point Road, Dan Stowell, Manager. 
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Description of premises as follows: 2200 square feet with two rooms, two entrances and 
exits. Anyone wishing to be heard should attend this hearing. 

Alan Costello came up and spoke in favor of this license saying he completely supports this 
establishment. 

Kevin Doyle also came up and praised Dan Stowell’s business saying he was in favor of 
issuing them the licenses that they applied for. 

Dan Stowell came up and that he is now offering sit-down dining and would like to offer 
Beer and Wine to his customers. He said there is seating for 38 people and that they would 
like to be open 6 nights a week until 8:00pm so they are not focusing on the bar crowd. 

On a motion by Shelagh Joyce and seconded by Anthony Provenzano Jr, the Board approved 
a New Annual Wine and Malt Restaurant License for Catering by Dan Stowell, 26 Manomet 
Point Road, Daniel Stowell Manager. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Shelagh Joyce and seconded by Anthony Provenzano Jr, the Board approved 
Early Sunday Sales (10:00am) for Catering by Dan Stowell, 26 Manomet Point Road, Daniel 
Stowell, Manager. Voted 5/0 


7:19pm - Town Hall Common 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager, explained that there is a PARC Grant that has not yet been 
submitted. She said there is currently no funding for the care and maintenance of the 
Common. She added that there are no rules established yet and we are starting to get requests 
from groups to use the area. Ms. Arrighi went on to say that Illuminate Plymouth is 
requesting a Special Event Permit because they unexpectedly lost their site and would like to 
use the Common. 

Selectman Joyce said that Illuminate Plymouth is already publicizing that they are having 
this event on the Common. There were a lot of people at last year’s event. 

Melissa Arrighi said that Illuminate has temporary approval with certain conditions such as 
no stages on the lawn, no blocking traffic, no solid structures and to take care around the 
granite area and over the irrigation system. 

Vice Chainnan Provenzano asked what the insurance requirements were, to which Melissa 
Arrighi said there is no insurance for property damage, only for personal injury. 

Selectman Mahoney said it’s a public space and we need to strike a balance between being 
able to use the space and protecting it as well. He then asked if there were any other requests 
for this year, to which Ms. Arrighi said there are two others. 

Vice Chainnan Provenzano said if there is a lot of rain before or during an event they will 
need to have a back-up plan. He also said that we are holding the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
there this coming Sunday. 

Chairman Tavares said that Illuminate has agreed to all of the conditions. He also added that 
during the Ribbon Cutting this weekend there will only be chairs set up on the granite area. 
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Selectman Cavacco said that the Plymouth Youth Foundation is working on getting a Skating 
Rink built at Stephen’s Field. She said there is material that you can put down in order to 
protect the grass and that DPW is also involved. 

Kim McDonough came up and said she was an event planner and is familiar with the 
pennitting process. She said it’s important not to put too many stipulations on these events, 
which can make it very cost prohibitive. She said most events that she’s seen in that area 
have been very respectful of the property. Ms. McDonough said that Town Hall needs to be a 
focal point for these celebrations and asked how quickly guidelines can be put into place. 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Betty Cavacco, the Board approved 
the Special Event Pennit for Illuminate Plymouth on the Town Hall Common. Voted 5/0 


7:43pm - Electronic Voting 

Chairman Tavares began by saying this is something that needs to be discusses and realizes 
that the Board of Selectmen do not make the rules for Town Meeting. He then invited the 
Town Moderator to come up and discuss the process. 

Steve Triffletti came up and said he was not familiar with any emails, but he did participate 
in a conference call with Mark Fite of OTI. He said he reviewed the records of Town 
Meeting and said we operate under certain rules and precedent. He added that if someone has 
an issue with a vote, a Town Meeting Member can rise and question the vote. He went on to 
say there was a motion to reconsider Article 4A and Town Meeting had an opportunity to 
correct the vote; there was due process in place. Steve then said that in the future he will 
indicate that the vote has been revised and amended for the record. He will also instruct 
Town Meeting Members to alert the Moderator immediately about any voting issues. OTI 
will have replacement clickers available at all times. Lastly he stressed that it is the 
individual Town Meeting Member’s responsibility to focus on making sure their votes are 
recorded correctly. 

Larry Pizer, Town Clerk, it’s his responsibility to reflect in the meeting minutes what the 
Town Meeting Moderator declares. He said it would slow down Town Meeting to have the 
electronic voting record adjusted to real-time, but we can make sure the minutes are accurate. 

Selectman John Mahoney said that they need to increase the allotted time for voting, and they 
need to keep the infonnation up on the screens a little longer. 

Steve Triffletti stressed that additional voting time was not part of the discussion. The 
discussion with OTI was about having them correct the voting record. 

Vice Chainnan Provenzano said that it’s important to make sure that the Town Meeting 
Members know to stand up and stop the meeting if there is an issue. In this case the votes 
weren’t counted. The screens seem to go by very quickly and they are not easy to read. He 
finished by saying this technology was adopted for speed and accuracy but we may want to 
slow it down a little bit. 

Steve Triffletti said that practice has been to carefully go through the procedures. He said he 
mentioned people rising to question the votes. He said he watches the screens and Town 
Meeting Members should focus on their own votes and not how others have voted. He said 
we didn’t know that there were any issues, had we known that a Town Meeting Member 
spoke to the Assistant Moderator, things could have been handled differently. 
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Vice Chairman Provenzano said it is not the vendor’s responsibility to control the Town 
Meeting. 

Selectman Joyce said there’s a valid point to Town Meeting Members staying focused on 
their own votes. She said she had planned on sitting in on the conference call but the call 
couldn’t support any additional lines. She said she still plans on following up directly with 
the electronic voting company. 

Steve Lydon said he whole heartedly supports having a Special Town Meeting. He said he’s 
pleased that Town Meeting has another opportunity to get it right. 

Alan Costello came up and asked when the 135 Town Meeting Members will get a copy of 
the report. He added that the Town Meeting Members who voted on the reconsideration have 
been disenfranchised. He also asked if the electronic voting company will be there at the 
December 6 th Special Town Meeting. 

Steve Triffletti said that OTI will be presenting at the December 6, 2017 Special Town 
Meeting and added that there are no minutes from the conference call. 

Larry Pizer said the former Assistant Town Manager asked him to serve as the liaison to OTI 
and it’s an ongoing process. There were no determining emails, but I can certainly provide all 
emails to the Town Meeting Members. 

Betsy Hall came up and said the Committee of Precinct Chairs is also meeting on the same 
subject. She said she sent some suggestions to Christine Pratt, including allowing more time 
for voting. She also said that she has spoken with OTI and would like to see the clickers 
cleared after the votes. The clicker should tell me how I voted so I don’t need to rely on the 
screen. We would also like the Moderator to repeat exactly what we are voting on. 

Steve Triffletti said he would be happy to repeat more than once what the vote is for. I work 
very hard to explain exactly what the vote is. 

Alan Costello came back up and asked what the cost of electronic voting will be for the 
December 6, 2017 meeting would be, to which Melissa Arrighi said $3,100 for electronic 
voting and about $4,500 total. 

Peter Neville came up and thanks everyone for their service and for looking at the process so 
diligently. It’s a conundrum how to deal with a vote that isn’t counted. I thought the process 
was complete and the process was careful. Mr. Neville said that he agrees that sometimes the 
meetings go too fast and things can get complicated. He added that the vote in question was 
reconsidered and voted down by more votes than the original vote. He finished by saying he 
doesn’t understand how one uncounted vote constitutes a Special Town Meeting, and that 
now all of the votes taken at the first meeting don’t count. 

Ashley Shaw came up and said she was not a Town Meeting Member, but as an observer she 
feels the time should be increased. She said even if it’s not slowed down, maybe the votes on 
the screen can be shown a second time. 
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8:17pm - Town Manager’s Report 


Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager, wanted to let everyone know that Brewster Ambulance has 
made a huge commitment to the Town of Plymouth with four state-of-the-art new 
ambulances. She said each one costs $200,000 and we appreciate it very much. 


8:18pm - Licenses and Administrative Notes 

Licenses 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
a One Day Wine and Malt License for Bramhall’s Country Store for an Acoustic Dinner 
being held on November 17, 2017 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm at the Country Store. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
a One Day Wine and Malt License for Bramhall’s Country Store for a Birthday Dinner 
being held on November 18, 2017 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm at the Country Store. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Shelagh Joyce and seconded by Anthony Provenzano Jr, the Board approved 
a request to Close for Renovations , for about four to six weeks, for To The Wind LLC d/b/a 
The Tar Bar as they transition from The Full Sail to The Tar Bar. Voted 5/0 

Administra tive Notes 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to 
accept a Gift of Solar Lights in the parking lot near the 1620 Hotel and to approve a Gift 
Account from the Plymouth Growth and Development Corporation. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Shelagh Joyce and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to endorse a 
recommendation by the Roads Advisory Committee to deny the request made by the 
residents of 225 Carver Road and 227R Carver Road to maintain a gravel way commonly 
known as “The Road to Bumpus Pond”. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Shelagh Joyce, the Board voted to 
accept a gift from SYNLawn for the donation and installation of the SYNLawn Pet System at 
the Plymouth Animal Shelter valued at $35,678.15 as stated in their letter dated October 6, 
2017 included in the packet. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Shelagh Joyce, the Board voted to 
authorize the Plymouth Growth and Development Corporation to charge a $10 One-Day Flat 
Rate for all surface parking lots for the Thanksgiving Parade being held on November 18, 
2017 in order to offer a Free Shuttle Service from the Obery Street Courthouse. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
and executed a Proclamation supporting August 7 th as the Purple Heart Day as recommended 
by the Military Order of the Purple Heart. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Shelagh Joyce, the Board approved 
and executed the December 6, 2017 Special Town Meeting Warrant. Voted 5/0 
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8:21pm - Committee Liaison / Designee Updates 

Selectman Cavacco said that the White Horse Beach Parking Committee met and the 
residents feel like we are making progress. She said the title search is almost complete and 
she would like to request another Public Hearing before any decisions are made. Voted 5/0 


9:23pm - Old Business / Letters / New Business 

Chairman Tavares wanted to announce that the re-dedication of Veteran’s Field is at 1:00pm 
on Veteran’s Day and the Memorial Hall Celebration starts at 10:00am. 

Chairman Tavares also wanted to announcement that the New Town Hall Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony is being held this Sunday, November 12 th and tours will go through 4:00pm. 

Selectman Joyce said that she had some follow-up with the Rye Tavern as there were more 
noise complaints from the final event of the season. 

Selectman Joyce also wanted to mention that at a previous Selectmen’s meeting there were 
comments about the lighting in the parking lot of the Little Red School House. She 
mentioned that she drove by to check and there are two large lights that are working fine. 

Lastly, Chainnan Tavares wanted to let the public know that there will be a property auction 
held on Thursday at the Old Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street. 


9:28pm - Adjournment 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to 
adjourn the Open Session at 9:28pm. Voted 5/0 

By Roll Call: Tavares-Yes, Provenzano-Yes, Mahoney-Yes, Joyce-Yes, Cavacco-Yes 


Recorded by: Christopher Badot 

Administrative Assistant, Board of Selectmen 
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